Thirty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

10.30 /31.2021

From the Pastor You are a Priest forever!
Last week we had the privilege at most of our parish Masses to have three of the seminarians from
Mt. St. Mary’s in Cincinnati serving at the altar: Stephen our resident intern, Patrick our previous intern
from last year, and Deacon Joseph Morgan who is practicing his preaching with us as part of his seminary
training. Beginning next week, from November 7th through 14th, the Archdiocese observes vocation
awareness week. We have a visiting missioner on November 7th, so on the 14th Deacon Joseph will speak
about vocations in his homily and Stephen will speak briefly about his own vocation after Communion.
Vocations include holy marriage and religious life as well as the priesthood, but I want to focus on the vocation to
the priesthood for two reasons. The first is that we are in the midst of a major “overhaul” of the way we engage in parish life
due in large part to a lack of priestly vocations so we are all painfully aware that this is a problem for the local church. On
the more positive side, we are in the midst of a seven-week cycle of beautiful readings on the priesthood at Mass. We have
been taking the second reading from the Letter to the Hebrews since the beginning of October.
I will leave it to the Biblical scholars to decide who wrote this letter, when, and to whom. Many think that it was
written in the early Church in a time of persecution, where the Christians were not accepted by their Jewish brethren and
had a difficult time holding on to the faith. Whatever the circumstances, it contains a rich, poetic and profoundly beautiful
reflection on the priesthood of Jesus Christ: what it means that Jesus Christ is our one true high priest; how the priesthood
developed among God’s first chosen priesthood; what the Christian priesthood means and how it is connected with Jesus’
priesthood; and how chosen men sharing in Christ’s priesthood are essential for our salvation. There’s a lot packed in there!
It is permeated with a deeply Catholic sense of the beauty and power of the priest – so much so, that Martin Luther, one of
the Protestant “reformers” of the 16th century, wanted to take it out of the Bible because he rejected the Church’s notion of
the priesthood, opting instead for the establishment of a ministry of those merely performing a function among the men.
But as beautifully revealed in Hebrews, the priesthood is far, far more than a “job.” Some of our recent popes,
including St. John Paul II and Benedict XVI, have repeatedly warned against reducing the priesthood to a mere function or
task. Rather, to use the $10 word from the Greek, the Church has always taught that the priest is ontologically different than
other men. That mean that, when he is ordained through the sacrament of holy orders, he is changed at the very core of his
being as he becomes “a priest forever according to the order of Melchizedek (7:17).” This beautiful verse is often chanted
during an ordination ceremony. It refers to the fact that (unlike during Old Testament times), the priesthood has nothing to
do with heredity or “choosing a profession” but rather involves being chosen by God Himself to be a man of sacrifice, whose
whole life will be dedicated to bridging the gap between God’s holiness and man’s sinfulness. Or, to put it another way,
giving up his own life so that others may have eternal life in Heaven.
The priest is able to do this not by his own power or talents, although all of his human gifts and talents are to be put
at the service of his priesthood. (Seminary formation is designed to train the men to do this). Rather, the power of the
priesthood is a gift from God. The man chosen by God and His Church to serve as a priest can only bear fruit in His ministry
by allowing Himself to be conformed to Jesus Christ the High Priest.
The author of Hebrews goes to great lengths to make this point: the Old Testament priesthood had no lasting
power. Certainly, our spiritual ancestors knew that in response to God’s goodness and our sinfulness, we were to make
atonement for our sins and an offering of sacrifice to God. (We read a great deal in Scripture about the animal and cereal
offerings they made). But even though those were an act of love and an attempt to worship as best as men could, they had
to be offered over and over to no avail. It was not until Jesus Christ the Son of God became man and offered His life in
sacrifice on the Holy Cross as the Lamb of God that we could “break the cycle.” Because Jesus alone could offer the perfect
sacrifice of Himself on the Cross, that sacrifice could be extended across space and time by the men He chose to make it
present again in the holy sacrifice of the Mass.
That is at the very core of who the priest is: the man of sacrifice, the man of the Mass. Because Jesus gives him the
inestimable privilege of acting in His person as Christ the Head of the Church, he is empowered to offer the saving
sacraments of Mass and confession for the forgiveness of sins.
When we say that a man is a “priest forever” and his soul is indelibly changed, that means that his whole life on
earth is given for that mission and (if he remains faithful to Christ) will continue offering that sacrifice of praise for all
eternity.
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Fr. Reutter

ATTENTION LADIES’ OF ST. MARY PARISH: We Need You!!! Come to the Fr. Lewis Center on Tuesday, November 9th at 5:30pm in
the kitchen and bring with you; your best paring knife, a cutting board, a colander, and a vegie peeler! Come prepared to help with
the final preparations for the Craft Show. We will gather in fellowship to prepare soups for the Craft Show patrons, and have fun
doing it. It is so true that many hands make light work. So we are hoping that you can help us. Can’t help on Tuesday evening???
No problem...come on Wednesday, November 10 at 6:30pm to help make Holiday
Table Centerpieces! Please bring a glue gun and your creative ideas with you. Thank
you in advance for your help with this very special event! ~ St. Mary Altar Society AND
by the way all women of the parish are members .
ATTENTION ALL ST. MARY & ST. PETER PARISHIONERS: ST. MARY’S CRAFT SHOW
IS NOV 12TH 9:30AM—7PM & NOV 13TH 9:30AM—3PM: Please support our
parish by purchasing raffle tickets for the Craft Show. They will be sold before and
CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW after each Mass in the Gathering Space. You do not need to be present to win.
Tickets are a $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00. All proceeds go to purchase the
FINAL PREPARATIONS….
sacramentals used during Mass. This year's prizes are: 1st place-Complete Fixings
for a Thanksgiving Feast; 2nd place-St. Francis Concrete Garden Statue; 3rd placeBetter Chef Grill and Grilling Utensils; 4th place-West Bend Venti Hot Beverage Maker for hot chocolate, spiced wine, etc.;
5th-10th prizes-Holiday Centerpieces We are grateful for the parishioners who donate the food items for the Thanksgiving Feast
and for those who donated other prizes. The Reeves Family who own the Bethel Feed/Seed, and were former members of our
parish always donate the garden statue of St. Francis. This is in memory of their mother Susan who is deeply missed. Thank you
in advance for taking a chance to win some terrific prizes and for supporting our parish. Bring your address labels or just fill out
the first ticket and we will fill out the rest but just remember to bring your money and buy some tickets!

SAVE THE DATE… Parish Donations Eligible for "Assessment
Waiver” As most of you know, 9.5% of the collections of all
churches must go to the Archdiocese. "Giving Tuesday" is the
one and only time that your donations will go 100% to your
parish. On Tuesday, November 30th between the hours of 12:00
a.m. to 11:59 p.m.; it is the one day when you can make your
donation and there is the Archdiocesan “assessment waiver” for
any money that you give to your parish. On that day only, simply
go to: https://www.givecentral.org/giving-tuesday. When you
look up the parishes, you will find the St. Mary and St. Peter
Churches. When you click to go there to donate, the appropriate
parish is notified of your donation which will be applied to your
end of year statement. (Debbie does that at the beginning of next
year for those who request statements.) Thank you in advance.
Please take advantage of this great opportunity!

MARYKNOLL FATHER TO SPEAK AT OUR MASSES on the
weekend of November 6/7. Fr. James Huvane will be at the
parishes for the annual missionary cooperative appeal and
collection for the Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers. Fr. Huvane will
speak at all the Masses and give our parishioners an
opportunity to take part in the vital work of bringing Christ’s
name and message to all people. Fr. Huvane was ordained in
1970 and has spent many years in Hong Kong doing mission work
and he regularly returns there. Currently he is assigned to
Maryknoll’s Church Engagement Department. While at our
parishes, Fr. Huvane will be happy to talk with any parishioners
who are interested in doing overseas mission work as a
Maryknoll Priest, Sister, Brother or lay Missioner.

VOCATION PRAYER
Almighty Father, You have created us for some definite purpose. Grant us the grace to know the path You have planned for us in
this life and to respond with a generous “Yes”. Make our archdiocese, parishes, homes and hearts fruitful ground for Your gift of
vocations. May our young people respond to Your call with courage and zeal. Stir among our men a desire and the strength to be
good and holy priest, Bless us with consecrated religious and those called to a chaste single life, permanent deacons, and faithful
husbands and wives, who are a sign of Christ’s love for His Church. We commend our prayer for vocations to You, Father,
through the intercession of Mary our Mother, in the Holy Spirit, through Christ our Lord. Amen. - Archbishop Dennis M. Schnurr
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St. Mary and St. Peter
Faith Formation for PREP/YG Parents and All Adults
PREP & YG
Schedule

PREP and Youth Group Class Mass Today, Sunday!
We are joyously bringing back our Class Masses, giving
our students the opportunity to participate more fully in
the sacrifice of the Mass with friends and fellow parishioners. Our students will be singing the Offertory Song,
“Where Charity and Love Prevail”, bringing up the gifts in
the Offertory Procession, and serving as Lectors.

Times for
PREP & Youth
Ministry will
be 9:00 am at
St. Mary’s and
Every week in class, our PREP students hear the Sunday
end in time for
Gospel and discuss it, trying to understand how the Gospel
10:30 am Mass. applies to their young lives. If they then attend the 10:30
St. Peter’s will
begin after
the 8:30 am
Mass (around
9:30 am) and
goes until
11:00 am.

Mass, the Gospel reading is already familiar and more
meaningful for them. One resource we use in class is the
Pflaum Gospel Weeklies. The lessons inspire the students
to seek out ways to practice their faith in their daily lives,
through dramatizations, current events, and original
stories.
Here’s an example from today’s Gospel on the two
Great Commandments at the 5/6 grade level. “Explain
that we need to love our neighbor as ourselves in all
situations, including while using technology. As a
class, brainstorm ways the students can respect
people when they communicate using technology.”

St. Peter PREP/YG
As we end the month of the
rosary, please continue to
pray with your children.
We thank our students for
wearing their saint placard
at this weekend’s Masses.
Deacon Ron

Questions?
Concerns?
St. Mary: Nancy Shula, DRE
513.734.4041 ext. *
sccr.cre@outlook.com
St. Peter: Deacon Ron – DRE
513-309-5340
sccr.deaconron@outlook.com

The photo shows Kayleigh becoming friends with Mrs. Anstaett after she gave her quilt
sticker to her. Kayleigh explained her Theology of the Body story from last week while she
practiced the theme: Gift-of-Self and True Happiness.

PLEASE NOTE: “We are in need for ushers at the 4:00 PM Vigil Mass at St. Mary’s. If you are interested,
please contact Seminarian Stephen Codekas at sccr.stephen@outlook.com. Thank you.”

Today we have a reminder of how closely tied we are to the Old Testament. In Jeremiah
31: 2-9. We read and hear “you shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, and with all your
soul, and with all your strength.” Then in the Gospel from Mark 12: 28-34, we hear “to love him
with all your heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, and to love your neighbor
as yourself.”
Our religious roots are embedded within the Old Testament and brought to life in the
New Testament. Jesus brought the covenant under which we live today takes all that was
promised in the Old Testament and has each of us living those words on a daily basis. We care for
and take care of all our brothers and sisters who are in need to demonstrate our love for God and
for each other. May we always share God’s love with each other.

Deacon Jerry Etienne—513-734-4041 x 2 or sccr.deaconjerry@outlook.com
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ST. MARY CHURCH

ST. PETER CHURCH

Sat.
10/30

5:00pm

Sun.
10/31

8:30am

Mon. 11/1

8:30am

Fri. 11/5

8:30am

Sat. 11/6
Sun. 11/7

Sharon Benjamine—The Reid
Family
Intentions of the Parish Region

Sat. 10/30

4:00pm

Sun. 10/31

10:30am

Joan Stafford—Karen & Ralph
Roeper
Ray Jeffers—Jamie & Dan Jeffers

Tues. 11/2

8:30am

George Phillips—Colleen Conlon

Thurs. 11/4

8:30am

Laura Pero—A Friend

5:00pm

Sharon Benjamine—Marilyn &
Carl Martineck
Helen Buchanan—Mary, Diane,
Tom & John Hancock
Luke Hall—Virginia & Ray Hall

Sat. 11/6

4:00pm

John Cmehil—Beverly

8:30am

Intentions of the Parish Region

Sun. 11/7

10:30am

Wm Ferris—Jeff & Mike Ferris

Our annual Bazaar at St. Peter’s
will be held this Sat., Nov. 6th from
9AM—2PM. We hope you can
make it! We could still use
donations of baked goods, and a
CRAFTERS
couple more crockpots of homemade soup. So far, people have
said they are bringing spicy
vegetable, broccoli cheese, and chicken noodle. We also
welcome any help we can get. Let me know if you can
help in any way (Mary Ann Stang, 513-550-1907 or
maryannstang@fuse.net).

Help St. Mary Youth Group fill 50 boxes to share with children
across the world through Cross Catholic Outreach. You can
pick up a box after Mass, fill it, and return it to the gathering
space by November 7th! We will do the rest. Other ways to
help- donate money to help purchase items or pay for the cost
of shipping, and/or pick up a prayer card from our table after
Mass. Thank you for helping our Youth Group!

Gentlemen: It was good to be with many of you at our recent men's fellowship meeting in
October at St. Peter. We are planning one more men's fellowship night before year end:
• Saturday, November 13th, at St. Mary, beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Fr. Vincent Lewis Center
• For those attending the 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Mary that day, the doors of the Center will be
open right after Mass so can settle in early.
• There will be a short talk by Fr. Reutter and then dinner and social time.
We'll see what the weather is like but there is plenty of room inside if it turns cold on us. I am praying for you and your families.
St. Joseph, pray for us! -Fr. Reutter

COLLECTION CORNER FOR ST. PETER PARISH

COLLECTION CORNER FOR ST. MARY PARISH

Church Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Church Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Collection Weekend of: 10.23/24. 2021 $ 2,927 Thank You!
Budget: $3,532 Respect Life: $ 25 SVDP: $ 120
Peter’s Fund: $ 50
Actual Income for 21-22: $ 37,490
Over/(Under) Budget: ($ 22,554) Thank You!

Collection Weekend of 10.23/24.2021: $ 3,657 Thank you!
Budget: $4,008 Music: $ 50 SVDP: $ 108
Building & Grounds: $ 0
Actual Income for 21-22: $ 58,725
Over/(Under) Budget: ($ 9,411) Thank You!

Thank you for remembering your parish
needs during this time of Corona Virus crisis!
We truly appreciate you thinking of your
parish needs. There is a mail slot in the door
to the undercroft that you can use to place
your collection donation. May God Bless and Keep ALL our
parishioners safe and healthy. THANK YOU.

Thank you for remembering your parish needs
during this time of Corona Virus crisis! We
truly appreciate you thinking of your parish
needs. There is a mail slot in the door to the
parish office that you can use to place your
collection donation. May God Bless and Keep
ALL our parishioners safe and healthy. THANK YOU.
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29th SUNDAY OF OT – The scribe knows all about the commandments, but he wants to see if Jesus does, too. When Christ
responds correctly, the scribe “takes to heart” his words and is therefore “not far from the kingdom of God.” In fact, to love
Jesus is to fulfill the commandments, for in loving him we love the God who became our neighbor. Jesus, Son of God and Son
of Man, “is always able to save those who approach God through him,” for in approaching him we approach God. He is our
strength, our rock, our fortress, our deliverer—and our high priest who lives forever to make intercession for us. (October
Magnificat)
ALL SAINTS – Monday is the Solemnity of All Saints. This weekend the PREP students wore a placard of a saint they picked to
learn more about. What saint have you picked to emulate? What was your Confirmation name?
SNACKS FOR PREP – We thank the St. Peter’s Men’s Club for their generous donation of snacks and boxed juices for the PREP
children.
NEW RICHMOND FOOD PANTRY, located at 200 Hamilton St., New Richmond, is open 8:00 AM to 9:30 AM and 5:00 to
6:30 PM on Wednesdays. Free “Senior Boxes” are now available by registration once a month. These large boxes have many
common staple boxed and canned goods. Items also needed are cleaning supplies, laundry, toiletries, etc. Please leave them
in the donation box at the church entrance. Registrations are available through Deacon Ron.
SCHOOL SUPPLIES available at the Food Pantry on Wednesdays. THANKSGIVING FOOD BOX GIVE-AWAY - NRAM is taking
registrations for this annual corporal work of mercy. If you would like to register or donate, please contact Deacon Ron.
Deacon Ron Stang 309-5340, sccr.deaconron@outlook .com
A MEMORIAL MASS will be held on
Tuesday, Nov. 2nd at 7p.m at St. Mary’s
Church. This year St. Peter's Parish and
St. Mary's Parish will be having a joint
Service. This Mass will be for families of
both parishes who have lost loved ones
during this past year.
We also extend our deepest sympathy to Linda & Nick
McCarroll at the death of Linda’s brother, Norman Leibreich
this past week. If you would like to send a note or card, their
address is:
Linda and Nick McCarroll
3685 Bass Rd.
Williamsburg, OH 45176
THANK YOU to all who donated to
and helped in big and small ways to
make our Fall Rummage Sale a HUGE
success! It was all total profit of
$1,999.30!!! And another $130 for
Baked Goods!! This amount will go a
long way to support items used for
our Liturgies. Missals, hosts, wine, albs, etc… We got many
compliments from the buyers on all the “good” stuff we had.

Our second annual virtual Hunger 5K will be Saturday, November 6th at 9am on the
walking path in Bethel. We would love to have even more youth, families and friends
participating this year! You can run or walk the 3.1 miles to help fight hunger around
the world, by supporting Matthew 25 Ministries. Register at https://m25m.org -Join
the St. Mary Youth Group team. Cost is $19.00 (includes a shirt) or you can bring a bag
of non-perishables to donate. Meet out front of Bick Primary School.
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MY SINCERE THANKS to the Men of St. Joseph for planning the flagpole and plaque in memory of John. Thank
you to all those who contributed to the funding of this memorial. This is such a beautiful tribute in honor of
John. Thank you to all those who came out in the rain for the blessing last Sunday. John would be so
humbled. I am so blessed to be a part of this parish family. From the bottom of my heart, Thank You!
~ Shirlene Wallace
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GRIFFIN
SPORTS
EQUIPMENT
Andrew Griffin

AndrewG68@gmail.com

513-349-3359

218 Front St., New Richmond

Ohio
CatholicMatch.com/goOH
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of our bulletin.
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