
From The Pastor: 

God’s love made visible:   

Today we wrap up the Christmas season with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord.  (That means the Christmas crib 

will be packed away after Mass today, so don’t forget to stop by to pray in front of the crib on your way out.) 

It might not seem completely obvious why the Church includes this feast day as part of the Christmas mysteries, but 

our Church Fathers help remind us why.  The Christmas season is all about “the Word becoming Flesh” and dwelling 

among us.  That is, as the priest sings in the chants for the Christmas season Masses, the invisible love of God the Father becoming   

visible to us in the face of Jesus Christ, the God-made-man.   

So the Christmas season includes the Nativity where St. Joseph and the Blessed Virgin see the very face of God, looking up at them in 

the form of the beautiful infant Son of God in the manger.  The shepherds see that, too, and rejoice.  It also includes the great mystery 

of Epiphany, where the Son of God begins to be made manifest and visible to all nations, represented by the magi from the East who 

come to adore Him in Bethlehem guided by a miraculous star.  But, after Jesus’ birth, the fact that the very word of God has come in the 

flesh remained hidden to almost everyone while He grew up in the then-obscure town of Nazareth – until, that is, His mission is        

revealed to John the Baptist in a very dramatic way.  St. John was astonished to find the Son of God asking him to baptize Him.  But  

Jesus insists.  And when He does, what a sign God gives! The heavens are rent open, the Holy Spirit becomes visible in the form of a 

dove, and the voice of God the Father booms from the Heaven: “You are my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.” 

So what is happening at the baptism is not just Jesus, the Second Person of the Trinity, but in a way, the whole Trinity becoming visible 

to our human senses: the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that great, perfect, divine infinite Communion of Love Who is God Himself. 

We don’t know who all witnessed this, besides John the Baptist, but presumably not many.  Still, we know it to be true.  We also know 

that it was Jesus’ will that all people be baptized into the love of the Holy Trinity, because this is the commandment He gave to His   

disciples as He ascended into Heaven: “Go and teach all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy              

Spirit.” (Mt. 28:19). 

Jesus did not have to be baptized – He had no sin to cleanse and was already in perfect relationship to God the Father.  But we need to 

be baptized, so He made the waters of every baptismal font in every Catholic Church around the world holy, by agreeing to share in our 

baptism while at the Jordan.  In His divine power, Jesus’ grace can leap across space and time. 

We should never get tired of reflecting on this:  By this act at the Jordan, now entrusted to His first priests and apostles, we share in the 

very sonship of God.  What Jesus had from all eternity by His nature (by the very fact of Who He is), God gives to us as sheer, unearned 

gift when we receive the sacrament of baptism. 

He doesn’t give us the same dramatic sign as He gave the Baptist, but He does give us sacramental signs. 

Unfortunately, many people do not take the sacrament of baptism very seriously.  They treat it as a sort of “welcome to the world”  

ceremony and fail to see it for what it really is. 

We should mediate on this: Before our baptism, we are merely creatures of God  After our baptism, we become sons or daughters of 

God.  Before our baptism, we belong to the Kingdom of Satan, the enemy of God, in whose grip is the created order until Jesus comes 

again.  Before our baptism (for those old enough to make conscious decisions not to do the will of God), we are separated from Him by 

sin.  After our baptism (until we choose to sin again) we share in the purity and freedom from sin that the Blessed Virgin enjoyed for all 

of her life. 

I want to take this opportunity to encourage all parents to baptize their children as close to their birth as reasonably possible.  We are 

starting to see a trend where parents don’t “get around” to baptism sometimes for months or even years after their child’s birth.  This is 

very risky.  Because we do not know what happens to children who die before baptism.  (The Church has never taught definitively on 

this).  We do know that, if they are baptized and they die very young, they can not be in serious sin and so would be able to enter into 

heavenly Communion.  What parent would not want this for his or her child? 

Fr. Reutter  

  Baptism Of The Lord 
 WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мн ŀƴŘ моΣ нлмф 
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t¦//Lh ϧ WLa 5!±L{Υ  Debbie’s dad, Earl 

Cross,  passed away on December 29. He was 

92.  Jim’s wife, Amy, passed away on January 

2nd.  (Her funeral Mass will be January 16th 

@ 11:30am) Debbie’s address is: 3116 St. Rt. 

133;  &  Jim’s address is 2987  St. Rt. 133; 

Bethel, OH 45106 if you would like to send a card or note.  May 

his souls and all the souls of the faithful departed, through the 

mercy of God rest in Peace. Amen.  

WELCOME!  Whether you are a visitor or new to our parish, interested in becoming Catholic, seeking to return 

to the practice of your faith, or an active member of our parish, welcome to our community. If you been 

attending St. Peter's or St. Mary's for awhile but haven't officially registered, we would love to have you  

officially in our parish family so we can serve you better! Registration forms are available at the entrances of 

both churches or on our website ccc.city.  Please fill one out and either mail it to the parish office or put it in 

the collection basket at Mass. Thank you, and welcome to our parish! 

h¦w Dh![ L{ ¢h Y99t ¸h¦ {!C9Η 

When Bethel–Tate schools are closed, all activities at St. Mary’s are cancelled for that day. 

When New Richmond Schools are closed, all activities at St. Peter’s are cancelled for that day. 

When it is a delay, parish times run as scheduled.  

 

Please remember to register your Kroger Plus Card to benefit St. Mary’s and St. Peter’s. It is a 
ONE TIME registration online. Go to https://www.kroger.com/account/
enrollCommunityRewardsNow   
 
Registration is Cw99! Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ C¦9[ thLb¢{, .¦¢, it helps your 
parish out a lot!! The more people who are signed up for their parish Community Rewards and 
shop Krogers, the more money Kroger donates to the parish!!  
 
When you are filling out the registration forms, our parish bƻƴ-tǊƻŬǘ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ numbers 

are: улфсп Ŧor {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ and  пномр for {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎΦ Thank you in advance for your assistance. 

нлмф /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ !ǇǇŜŀƭ ό/a!ύ    

Next weekend, the 2019 Catholic Ministries Appeal will kick off throughout the archdiocese. The CMA is our 
opportunity each year to support the work of six vital ministries and their many programs, all of which oper-
ate right here in our archdiocese.  

Also, if we exceed our parish goal for the CMA, 50% of our overage comes back to the parish to be used to-
ward a parish ministry that we have selected: ώƛƴǎŜǊǘ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǾŜǊ-Ǝƻŀƭ 
ŦǳƴŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘϐ.  

Please prayerfully consider supporting this year’s CMA. Your generosity serves as a witness of Christ’s love for 
thousands of people throughout our archdiocese. For more information, please visit CatholicAppeal.info. 
Thank you! 

Dw9!¢9w /Lb/Lbb!¢L /!¢Ih[L/ ²ha9bΩ{ /hbC9w9b/9Υ     

Ladies, this is a great way to start 2019 (Lent).  Come to the     

Conference, “Woman, why are your crying?  Who are you looking 

for?”  will take place on Saturday, March 9th at the Sharonville 

Convention Center (11355 Chester Rd; Cincinnati, OH  45246)  

Tickets are available at Cincinnaticatholicwomensconference.org  

Last year was sold out tow weeks before the event.  There will be 

5 speakers at the new, larger venue, confession, more vendors 

and ministries and the Vigil Mass with Archbishop Dennis Schnurr.  

It’s  time to kick-start a great Lent and enjoy a day of spiritual 

renewal.  Bring a friend!! 

https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow
https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow


Happy Sunday!  Today we celebrate the bap-
tism of the Lord.  It’s an important feast day for 
many reasons, but there’s one I’d like to focus 
on:  it’s the beginning of Jesus’ public ministry. 
 

Jesus’ baptism marked a transition in His life.  
He went from carpenter in a backwater town to 
preacher of the gospel throughout Israel.  This 
feast comes at a transition in our lives:  from 
the Christmas season to Ordinary Time.  We 
don’t forget about the great Christmas myster-
ies with this transition, but rather begin to live 
ordinary life again, in which Christmas and all 
the mysteries of our faith are a part. 
 

This includes preaching the gospel.  How can 
you, like Jesus, share the gospel with someone 
around you?  How can you start living the gos-
pel values more deeply?  We all talk the talk 
about Jesus, but what do you need to do to 
better walk the walk, and be His witness? 
 

PJ Ehling, CRE/youth minister 
(513) 284-3154 ɇ sccr.cre@outlook.com 
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Chili Cook-Off 
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Once again, our youth and young 

adult ministry will be representing 

our parishes in the national March 

for Life in Washington, D.C.  After the 

legalization of abortion on January 

22, 1973, the pro-life movement or-

ganized a demonstration to protest 

this evil.  Beginning in 1974, the 

March for Life was organized on the 

anniversary of Roe v. Wade. 

Today, hundreds of thousands of  

pro-lifers descend upon our nation’s    

capital to continue the protest against abortion.  It is a great gathering of the 

Catholic Church, as the majority of participants are young Catholics. 

Our youth ministry participates in the March to represent our parishes on 

the national stage in the continuing fight against the culture of death, and 

your prayerful and financial support makes this possible.  Thank you to all 

who have supported our efforts, especially at the Breakfast with Santa!  The 

youth ministry stays an extra day in D.C. to visit the National Shrine, spend 

time in prayer, Mass,  and reflection, and visit landmarks in D.C. 



Sat. 1/12 4:00 pm Laura Pero — Bud & Carolyn 
Phillips 

Sun.  1/13 10:30 am Bill Wagner — Wagner/
Krebs Family 

Tues.  1/15 8:30 am Becky Williams—Spiller 
Family 

Weds. 1/16 8:30 am Joe Hassey—Jerry Ober 

Sat. 1/19 4:00 pm Jimmy Watson—
Bereavement Committee 

Sun.  1/20 10:30 am In Thanksgiving for prayers 
answered. 

aLbL{¢9w{ Chw W!bΦ мфκнл Ϫ {¢Φ a!w¸ 
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 {Φ Jerry Cahall Pam Sandker 

¦Φ Katrina Cahall 

Larry Talbott 

Ken Canter 

Tom Collopy 

! 

! 

Audrey & Evelyn     

Hurlburt 

Rachel, Sarah and David Slaven 

Katie Verdin 

[Φ Missy McCarthy Deb Davis 

Bill Shula 

IΦ Jerry Cahall Pam Sandker 

/Φ Deacon Jerry 

Madonna Cahall 
Deacon Jerry 

Nick McCarroll 

Shirlene Wallace 

Tom Davis 

U Judy Stubbe Dick Rust Ron Wilson 

!

! 

Matthew & 

Adam Hoyt 

Marianne Peck 

Carson Corbin 

Madison         

Williams 

[ Pat  Greeson Carol Adams 

Michelle            

Armbruster 

Virginia Hall 

MaryAnn 

Stang 

I Fr. Reutter Fr. Reutter Fr. Reutter 

/ Deacon Ron 

Ford Stubbe 

Deacon Ron 

Ann Feldkamp 

Deacon Ron 

Mary Williams 

D NEEDED Rich Adams MaryJo Jarman 
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Sat. 1/12 5:00 pm George Colonel — Bereave-
ment Committee 

Sun.  1/13 8:30 am In Thanksgiving — Phyllis 
Stubbe 

Sun. 1/13 11:00am Ken McElfresh — From the 
Family 

Thurs.  1/17 8:30 am Anna graser—Sue & Alan 
Prieshoff 

Fri. 1/18 8:30 am Ken McElfresh—From the 
Family 

Sat. 1/19 5:00 pm For the People of St. Mary & 
St. Peter 

Sun.  1/20 8:30 am Katie Stang—Debbie & Joe De-
Puccio 

Sun. 1/20 11:00am Mildred Hoh—Mary & Stan 
Kinnard 
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Budget For Fiscal Year: July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΥ $5,310.00 Thank You & God Bless You! 

Reg. Collection: $3,753.   Average per Envelope: $57.81 

Weekly Budget: $3,776.   Over budget: $ 5,287. 

SVDP: $760 

Giving Range: $1—$910.00 

Actual Income: $ 99,756.25 

Budgeted Income: $ 98,176. 

Over / (Under) Budget:  $ 1,580 
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Budget For Fiscal Year: July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ /ƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴΥ  $6,630.00  Thank You  & God Bless You! 

Reg. Collection $4,673.  Average per Envelope: $ 49.23 

Weekly Budget: $3,766.  Over budget: $ 2,070.00. 

SVDP: $ 120.00  

Giving Range: $1—$450.00 

Actual Income:  $ 122,683.00 

Budgeted Income:  $ 105,448.00 

Over / (Under) Budget: $ 17,235.00 



 ¢I9 .!t¢L{a hC h¦w [hw5 - On this, the first Sunday of Ordinary Time, we recall the Baptism of the Lord, but 
in addition to remembering this historical event, we also are asked to call to mind our own Baptism.  
Sometimes we think that Baptism is just one of those things from the past, perhaps from when we were infants, 

that doesn’t have all that much effect on our lives now.  Nothing could be further from the truth. 
Let’s consider three effects of the Sacrament of Baptism. First, baptism washes away original sin and fills us with grace, which is 
Christ’s divine life in us. Baptism doesn’t remove or cancel all the effects of Original Sin. We still have a strong tendency, called 
concupiscence, toward sin.  But through Baptism, we are filled with God’s life and are reunited with the Heavenly Father.  Later 
in life, if we have fallen into sin (and we all do), we can experience the mercy of God in the Sacrament of Confession which re-
stores us back into communion with God. 
The second effect of baptism is that it emblazes an indelible mark on our souls. We become patterned after Jesus. Just as Jesus is 
the beloved son of God, we become adopted sons and daughters of God. Like Jesus, we can now refer to the first person of the 
Trinity as Our Father. Finally, at our Baptism, the Holy Spirit is breathed into our souls. From that moment on, the divine pres-
ence of the third person of the Trinity is in abiding communion with us. Because of this indwelling of the Spirit in our hearts, 
minds and souls, all the baptized are united in the Mystical Body of Christ. 
In this week’s readings, we hear the Father’s voice coming from heaven, we see the Son in the river, and we watch the Holy Spir-
it descend in the form of a dove. As we see the Trinity together for the first time in Scripture, we are reminded that these same 
three persons are a daily reality in our lives because we have been baptized in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the  Holy 
Spirit. (This was taken directly from FORMED – Opening The Word – Leader’s Guide – by The Augustine Institute.)  Please open it 
up and continue the study. 
  

{/Ihh[ {¦tt[L9{ –are still being collected for the K-6 children of our Community.  New Richmond Area Ministries thank all 
those who helped make this ministry possible so far.  If you would like to contribute, please place supplies in the box marked 
NRAM at our church entrance or contact Deacon Ron. 
 

twhW9/¢ [¦b/I.h· – about 135 children have been receiving lunch bags of food this year at our NR elementary schools to take 
home on the weekend so that they have something to eat.  We appreciate the donations that have been coming in so far. If you 
would like to help, please place them in the box marked NRAM at our church entrance or contact Deacon Ron. 

In the first reading today, we hear Isaiah relate to the people what God had told 
him.  The last sentence tells us, “Like a shepherd he feeds his flock, in his arms he gath-
ers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care.”  This is the 
same message we receive throughout the scriptures.  At all times, the Lord is with us 
caring for us.  But when things get difficult, he not only is with us but is carrying us to 
relieve our stress.   

His love is so complete that he will never let us stand alone to face the trials and tribu-
lations which normally occur within our life.  There is an old saying that God never gives 
us more than we can handle.  That saying is so wrong.  The truth is that God helps us 

handle what we are given.  He does not control us like a robot, so we get ourselves into situations where we are 
over our head.  But when that happens, he pulls us up just as he pulled Peter up when Peter was walking across 
the water.  He will not let us drown if we ask him for help.  So in this new year, let ask God for help readily and 
without hesitation.  He will help us.   Let us pray for his guidance.    

5ŜŀŎƻƴ WŜǊǊȅ 9ǝŜƴƴŜτрмо-топ-плпм Ȅ н ƻǊ ǎŎŎǊΦŘŜŀŎƻƴƧŜǊǊȅϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 

5ŜŀŎƻƴ wƻƴ {ǘŀƴƎ ς олф-роплΣ   ǎŎŎǊΦŘŜŀŎƻƴǊƻƴϪƻǳǘƭƻƻƪΦŎƻƳ 
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ό{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎύ Send your prayer requests to: Kathy Gloeckner 513-734-4306 or kathygloeckner@gmail.com 
OR to Linda Faulhaber 513-407-2603 or lindanjohn@roadrunner.com  

ό{ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎύ Deacon Ron Stang at sccr.deaconron@outlook.com.  
Telephone Line Only: Mary Kinnard at 513-553-4959.    

mailto:kathygloeckner@gmail.com
mailto:lindanjohn@roadrunner.com
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjtrs-Q24HfAhXn44MKHUcMBloQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stltoday.com%2Flifestyles%2Ffaith-and-values%2Fmissouri-s-proposed-amendment-on-prayer-gets-mixed-revi
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IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ōŜŜƴ ȅŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΚ   

5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΚ  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a new AFF Initiative this January!  

All men are invited to join our Catechism 

Men’s Group.  We’ll dive into the riches, 

teachings, and wisdom of the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, and discover the  

impact it has for our daily lives. 

The Catechism Men’s Group meets on 

Thursdays at St. Mary’s at 7:00pm. 

For more information, please contact Peter 

den Hollander at (513) 617-5150. 

{ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ CƛŜƭŘ ¢ǊƛǇΗΗ   

DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ {ǘŜǇ ²ŀƭƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

LƳƳŀŎǳƭŀǘŀ ƛƴ /ƛƴŎƛƴƴŀǝ 

Join our AFF Field Trip team as we 

walk the steps up to the Immaculata 

church in Cincinnati on Good Friday.  

It’s a long-standing Catholic tradition 

in Cincinnati in commemoration of 

Our Lord’s death on Good Friday. 

For questions and to be included in 

carpooling, please call or text  

Connie Taggart at 513-646-6494.  

 

!bbh¦b/LbDΧΦΦb9² !5¦[¢ C!L¢I Chwa!¢Lhb htthw¢¦bL¢L9{ΗΗΗ 

²ƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  

tŀǊƛǎƘŜǎΗ   

Dw!/9 ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ DŀƳŜ 

ŀƴŘ aƻǾƛŜ bƛƎƘǘ 

Join our GRACE Women’s Ministry for a 

Game and Movie Night on January 25th!  

We’ll begin at 6:00pm, and our movie will 

start at 7:00pm.  More details to  

follow. Hosted by the GRACE  

Committee.  (Deb Davis, Heather den 

Hollander, Melanie Murray, Mary Kin-

nard, Karin Mendoza & Connie Taggart). 

We are still planning a women’s retreat 

for October 2019, and other events too!  

Curious?  Interested in helping?  Give one 

of us a call! 

Come to one of the three Bible Studies our parishes are offering and grow closer to God!  

 aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ   ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ          !Řǳƭǘ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ όƳŜƴ Ҍ ǿƻƳŜƴύ  

 St. Peter’s      St. Peter’s           St. Mary’s (Fr. Lewis Center)  

 Saturdays 7:00 a.m.      Fridays 9:45 a.m. (after Mass)                 Mondays 7:00 p.m. 

.L.[9 {¢¦5L9{ΗΗΗ  ![[ !w9 ²9[/ha9ΗΗΗ 

/ŀǘŜŎƘƛǎƳ aŜƴΩǎ 

DǊƻǳǇΗ 


